Louis de Bourbon, duc de Penthievre, was extremely rich, so rich that even the king of France had cause for envy and alarm. The rents from the Duc's estates came to about five million livres a year, which the Revolution succeeded in reducing to three million. These estates were vast, for inheritance had brought him among others the lands and chateaux of Dreux, Brie, Aumale, Amboise, Sceaux, Rambouillet, Anet, Bizy, Gisors, Dombes, and Chanteloup. Property on such a scale had its drawbacks, and a memoir of 1783 describes the Duc in the midst of his custodial duties. "As for M. the duc de Penthievre, they claim that he is almost deranged by the arrangements he has to make; he has a considerable number of chateaux, all well furnished, well maintained and well guarded, always ready to receive him, and that he visits in succession; which subjects him to enormous expense, compounded by his excessive charities, which do not diminish at all, and come to four hundred thousand livres a year."
years after his birth, and later raised to the rank of prince of the blood royal, the Comte neverthe- 
